
The Town of

Star Valley Ranch, Wyoming
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

January 17, 2006

Present: Boyd Siddoway, Mayor
Kent Harker, Councilman
Larry Lamb, Councilman
Al Redlin, Councilman
Jim Wheeler, Councilman

The second meeting of the Town of Star Valley Ranch Town Council was held January 17, 2006 
in the Star Valley Ranch Association Library, adjoining Town Hall.  Over thirty town residents 
were present, including the Town Council Members, Town Treasurer  Seyed Yadegari, Town 
Parliamentarian Sharon Backus, Town Clerk (designate) Andy Moffett, and Star Valley Ranch 
Association Board Chairman Jack Petty.  Also present were Town Attorney John D. Bowers 
and Town Auditor  James D. Dubisz.  A list of attendees (sign-in sheet) is attached to these 
minutes.  Mayor Siddoway called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and led the recitation of 
The Pledge of Allegiance.

Adoption of the Agenda:  Mayor Siddoway proposed amendments to the agenda as follow: 
Item 8.K., Authorization to Purchase Town Computer System be moved upward to be included 
in 6.C., Council  Report on Furniture & Fixtures; Item 8.J., US Census Certification Request 
become Item 8.K.; New Item 8.J. State Funds be added and inserted into agenda.  Councilman 
Harker  moved  to  adopt  the  agenda  as  amended.   Councilman  Redlin  seconded  the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Approval  of  the Minutes:  Councilman Lamb moved to adopt the December 3rd,  2005 
(First)  Town Council  Meeting  Minutes  as  written.   Councilman  Harker  seconded  the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Council Reports:  

Associations  –  Mayor  Siddoway:  The  Mayor  announced  that  he  had  contacted  LUAG 
(Lincoln-Uinta Association of Governments) and grant-writing specialist  Mary Crosby who 
indicated that LUAG bills municipalities annually, in the fall, and that our Town would participate 
free of charge for the next six months of 2006.  Each entity in the two counties that is a member 
serves on LUAG’s Board, and of those officials nine are elected to serve on the Executive 
Board.  The Mayor had been nominated, and would be traveling to a LUAG meeting in  La 
Barge on Wednesday, January 18th to serve in this capacity.

The Mayor stated that  WAM (Wyoming Association of Municipalities) continues to support 
and help the Town, and that our dues would be paid later in the evening during the presentation 
of bills to be paid.  



Mayor  Siddoway  indicated  that  Town  Clerk  (designate)  Andy  Moffett had  applied  for 
membership, on behalf of the Town, in  WAMCAT (Wyoming Association of Municipalities 
Clerks and Treasurers).  

The fourth organization the Mayor reported upon was the Star Valley Chamber of Commerce, 
which  had been contacted and had placed the Town on their  membership  roster  and had 
already begun to invite town officials to some of the Chamber’s functions.

Communications – Councilman Redlin:  Making initial reports, and anticipating updates in 
subsequent  months,  Councilman  Redlin  divided  his  discussion  into  two  parts: 
Bulletins/Newsletters and Official Publications.  Thanking  Kathy Daulton  for her advice and 
information  stemming  from the  FISC bulletins  issued  before  incorporation,  the  Councilman 
stated that the publications should be made available not only to residents of the Town, but also 
to property owners.

Motion to approve Resolution No. 06-01-17-001 to establish procedures for publication 
and distribution of periodical Town Bulletins as revised:

Resolution No. 06-01-17-001:  A Star Valley Ranch Town Bulletin, similar to the FISC 
bulletins, is to be prepared and distributed.  The first Bulletin shall be issued as soon as 
is reasonable and subsequent Bulletins shall be issued on a schedule of approximately 
two (2) month intervals thereafter for the first year, after which they shall be re-evaluated.
In an effort to keep all residents and property owners informed the Star Valley Ranch 
Association  shall  be  encouraged  to  include  information  in  the  Town  Bulletin 
distributions.

After  discussion,  Councilman  Redlin  moved to  approve  the  resolution  to  publish  and 
distribute periodical Town Bulletins.  Councilman Wheeler seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

The second portion of the report on Communications focused upon procedures for notifying the 
public of meetings by posting and by e-mail, procedures for scheduling and notifying the public 
of special meetings, procedures for scheduling and notifying the public of emergency meetings, 
procedures for publishing, posting timelines and distribution of monthly meeting minutes by the 
Town Clerk.  

The Town, as a courtesy, will make the minutes available at Town Hall, via e-mail to those who 
have signed up for this service, and on the Town website (pending its creation).  

It was also noted that newspaper publication of minutes is not necessary as no such journal is 
published within town limits; minutes must be posted within twelve days (excluding Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays) following a town meeting, and must remain posted for at least ten days. 

Motion to approve Resolution No. 06-01-17-009 to establish procedures for publication 
and posting of the schedule and location of meetings, hearings and meeting minutes:

Resolution No. 06-01-17-009:  The Town of Star Valley Ranch will establish procedures 
for  publication  and  posting  of  the  schedule  and  location  of  meetings,  hearings  and 
meeting minutes.  The following procedures are established for scheduling, publishing 
and posting the results of these meetings:
A.   Notification  of  Meetings:   All  meetings  will  be  open  to  the  public,  except  for 
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authorized Executive Sessions, pursuant to W.S. 16-4-405. 

B. Regularly Scheduled Meetings:  Regularly scheduled town meetings will be held on 
the first Tuesday following the 10th day of the month as established in Resolution 05-12-
03-002.  An annual schedule showing the date, time, and place for these meetings will be 
posted at the Town Office.  Also, as a courtesy, the Town will send a notice to e-mail 
recipients.

C.  Special Meetings: Special meetings may be called by the Mayor by giving 24-hour 
notice to each councilman and by posting a notice at the Town Office.  The notice shall 
give the time and place of the meeting and the business to be transacted.  The day of the 
meeting the SVRA main entrance marquee will also carry notification of the meeting if 
space on the marquee is available from SVRA.  Also, as a courtesy, the Town will send a 
notice to e-mail recipients.

D.   Emergency  Meetings:   Emergency  meetings  may  be  held  on  matters  of  serious 
immediate concern to take temporary action without notice.  Reasonable effort will be 
made to provide public notice.  All action taken at such meetings is of a temporary nature 
and in order to become permanent must be reconsidered and acted upon at an open 
public meeting within 48 hours.

E.  Minutes of Meetings:  It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the Town to keep and provide 
for the safekeeping of a journal of town meetings (except for Executive Sessions of those 
meetings).  The Clerk shall within twelve (12) days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and 
holidays)  after adjournment of every meeting post at the Town Office the minutes of 
meetings,  including ordinances.   Such copy shall  include every bill  presented to the 
Town, showing the amount of the bill, the amount allowed, what the bill was for, and by 
whom claimed.  The proceedings or ordinances shall remain posted for a minimum of ten 
(10) days.  As a courtesy, the Town will make the information available at the Town office, 
via e-mail to those who have signed up for this service, and on the town website.

After  discussion,  Councilman  Redlin  moved  to  approve  the  resolution  to  establish 
procedures for scheduling and notifying the public of various types of meetings, and for 
publication  and  distribution  of  meeting  minutes.  Councilman  Harker  seconded  the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Furniture  &  Fixtures  –  Councilman  Harker:   Mayor  Siddoway introduced  this  topic  by 
encouraging the public to see firsthand the Town Offices, saying he was delighted with the 
changes and modifications, and thanked Sharon Backus and her staff.  He also highlighted the 
procurement role that Treasurer Seyed Yadegari had fulfilled in helping Councilman Harker get 
a great deal for the Town on second-hand office furniture.  

Councilman Harker stated that most of the used surplus furniture was purchased from Jackson 
State Bank & Trust, with Seyed Yadegari’s crucial help, and that three desks, two credenzas, 
four office/desk chairs, and two side chairs for $250, strikingly less than the $4,700 budget for 
these items that had been approved during the December 3rd Town Council Meeting.  

Additionally, the Town purchased four second-hand filing cabinets for $600 from  Ron Allyn, 
well below the approved budgeted amount of $1,000.  These wide filing cabinets, a five-drawer 
legal size, a four-drawer legal size, and two two-drawer legal size, if purchased new could have 
cost at least $1,800.  
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A fax machine was procured for $170, and a two-line phone system with remote handsets was 
purchased for $453.  

The total expenditures for Town Hall office furniture and equipment, to date, stood at $1,473, 
thousands ($4,677) less than the total approved budget for these items of $6,150.  Councilman 
Harker stated that although there are still purchases that need to be made for the Town Offices, 
the purchase of furniture was essentially complete.  
One of the next items in need of purchase approval was a safe for the Town Clerk’s Office; the 
following motion was made:

Motion to authorize Councilman Kent Harker to acquire a safe for the Town Clerk’s Office 
of approximately 2 cubic feet (interior) in size, within the previously approved Furniture 
and Fixtures budget:

Councilman Redlin moved to  approve the acquisition of  a  safe  for  the Town Clerk’s 
Office.  Councilman Wheeler seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Councilman Harker continued with a description of  the next  purchase consideration,  that of 
computer equipment for  the Town Clerk’s office and for the Council  Chambers.  The list  of 
needed items included 2 computers, operating systems and office software, Quickbooks Pro 
2006 accounting software (recommended by  Town Auditor Jim Dubisz), monitors and other 
accessories such as a scanner/printer, a router, and an uninterruptible power supply backup 
unit.   The cost of these items was not expected to exceed $2,500, and deals would be sought; 
these expenditures would also be made from the previously approved and unexpended portion 
of the Furniture and Fixtures budget.

Motion to authorize Councilman Kent Harker to acquire 2 computers and peripherals, as 
well  as  office  and accounting  software,  with  the  source  of  funding  being  within  the 
previously approved Furniture and Fixtures budget:

Councilman Redlin  moved  to  approve  the  acquisition  of  computers,  peripherals  and 
software.  Councilman Wheeler seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Licenses & Permits – Councilman Redlin:  Three topics were covered during this report by 
Councilman Redlin:   Residential  Use & Building Permits,  Waste Water Permits,  and Liquor 
Licenses.

On the first topic,  Residential Use Permits, the Councilman explained that  Lincoln County 
had traditionally been issuing residential use permits for homes on the Ranch, and that in a 
meeting with the County prior to the December Town Council Meeting, he and Mayor Siddoway 
were  advised  that  the  County  would  no  longer  issue  these  permits  after  the  Town’s 
incorporation.  County personnel advised that the SVRA requirements and review process were 
more stringent than those of the Lincoln County, and that the County’s approval and issuance of 
these  permits  had  been  virtually  routine  as  a  result.   Councilman  Redlin’s  short  range 
suggestions included leaving the responsibility for issuance of residential use permits with the 
SVRA, coordination with the SVRA in requiring the submission of three sets of plans (instead of 
two) for construction projects so that the Town may retain a set for record-keeping purposes, 
and possibly furnishing the County with periodic reports of construction activity in the Town of 
Star Valley Ranch.   A long-range suggestion was also made:   The Town should consider 
establishing a Planning and Zoning Board if  and when annexation or activities make such a 
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Board desirable.  After a brief discussion, Mayor Siddoway verified with Town Attorney John 
Bowers that the Town does not relinquish rights to control or challenge future residential use 
permit issues simply because it may pass on a present matter concerning these considerations.
 
On the second topic,  Waste Water Permits,  Councilman Redlin  explained that  the County 
currently  reviews  waste  water  permit  applications,  issues  permits  and  inspects  septic  and 
wastewater construction activity, and will continue to do so.  Lincoln County will continue to 
utilize  global  positioning  (GPS)  technology  to  locate  lot  boundaries,  will  establish  house 
numbers, and will also continue to post wastewater permits and house addresses.  In the longer 
term,  the  Councilman stated  that  in  lieu  of  a  potentially  highly  expensive  sewer  project  to 
accommodate  future  growth,  the  Town  should  take  a  pro-active  approach  in  researching 
alternatives that may postpone such a project, such as analysis and testing of existing septic 
systems, and exploring the possibility of requiring the installation of enhanced systems for future 
activity.  Mayor Siddoway emphasized that the inspection process, ensuring efficiently operating 
septic systems, would go a long way in helping the Town to defend its use of septic systems 
versus the installation of a very expensive sewer/wastewater collection and processing system.

On the third topic, Liquor Licenses, Councilman Redlin began by explaining that the operator 
of the Silo Lounge (in the barn in the Town of Star Valley Ranch), Von Nield, had a November 
liquor license application denied by Lincoln County on the grounds that his establishment would 
be located within an incorporated town, and that the Town of Star Valley Ranch would be the 
new licensing  authority.   After  comparison  with  the  Town of  Thayne,  Lincoln  County  and 
consultation  with  the  Wyoming Liquor  Division,  the  Councilman  recommended the  Town 
charge an annual fee of $750, plus the cost of placing four consecutive public notices of the 
application  in  the  Star Valley Independent,  to  the  applicant.   The  Town  will  process  the 
application and submit it to the Wyoming Liquor Division for approval, publish the notice in the 
newspaper during four consecutive weeks in compliance with statutory requirements, and hold a 
public  hearing  to  consider  the  matter  prior  to  granting  a  liquor  license,  also  per  statutory 
requirements.  The Town will schedule this type of hearing one half hour prior to a regularly 
scheduled monthly Town Council  Meeting.  Mayor Siddoway made it  clear that the need to 
establish procedures and fees for the issuance of liquor licenses was not due solely to the 
needs of the Silo Lounge and Mr. Nield, but is necessary for all such future considerations and 
applications.  The Mayor also indicated that an ordinance should eventually be implemented 
concerning liquor licenses.  After more discussion, the following motion was made: 

Motion to  approve  Resolution No.  06-01-17-002 to  establish  procedures  and fees  for 
issuance of liquor licenses:

Resolution No. 06-01-17-002:  The Town of Star Valley Ranch, Wyoming establishes a fee 
of Seven Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($750), plus publication costs, for the issuance of a 
liquor license and will comply with all regulations of the State of Wyoming in receipt, 
review, publication, hearing and decision-making in acting upon the application.  The 
established fee must accompany the application.  Publication costs must be paid by the 
applicant prior to issuance of the license.  If the application is denied the license fee will 
be returned to the applicant, less any costs associated with the application incurred by 
the Town.
Councilman Redlin moved to approve the resolution to establish procedures and fees for 
issuance  of  liquor  licenses.   Councilman  Harker  seconded  the  motion.  The  motion 
carried unanimously.
Ordinances – Councilman Lamb:  The Councilman outlined four topics for which ordinances 
may be required in  the shorter  term,  some more pressing than others,  but  surrounded his 
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remarks with cautions concerning the passing of ordinances without the ability to enforce them, 
or passing those that may be unnecessary.

On the first topic, a Budget Ordinance:  Pursuant to W.S. 16-4-111(a) all budgets have to be 
approved and adopted by resolution or ordinance.  As ordinances require three consecutive 
monthly readings (as well as advertising), and the Town of Star Valley Ranch must adopt its 
budget  for  Fiscal  Year 2006 (July 1,  2006 – June 30,  2007)  no later  than June 2006,  this 
ordinance needs to be prepared and heard for the first time by the February 14th Town Council 
Meeting.

On the second topic, an  Ordinance to Fill Council Vacancies:  The Town needs an official 
procedure to fill  vacancies on the Town Council  (Mayor and Councilmen) that may arise for 
various reasons during an official’s term of office.  As this ordinance may be needed at any time, 
Councilman Lamb indicated that preparing it needs to be a priority.  Examples of such vacancy 
ordinances were offered, notably that of the Town of Bear River, which specified, among other 
language, an itemized list of the various reasons that vacancies in office may arise (closely 
resembling the language of W.S. 22-18-101),  and outlined the procedures for succession to 
take place.  Asking for input from others prior to drafting this proposed ordinance, Councilman 
Lamb expressed the need to work with and get direction from Town Attorney John Bowers. 
Mayor  Siddoway commented that  the Town’s ordinance may be tougher than the statutory 
requirements mandate.

On the third topic,  an Ordinance to Establish Wages for the Mayor and Councilmen:  The 
Councilman referenced W.S. 15-2-103 that states “the salaries shall be fixed before [their] terms 
begin and shall not change during the term for which [they] are elected.”  The statute fixes a 
ceiling on the Mayor’s salary at $24,000 annually, but Mayor Siddoway restated his promise that 
he would accept no pay for his first year in office.  Councilmen’s salaries can range from $10 to 
$150  for  each  regular  or  special  meeting  attended.   It  was  indicated  that  average  salary 
information should be obtainable from WAM (Wyoming Association of Municipalities).  In lieu of 
an  ordinance,  a  motion  and  resolution  to  pay  the  Councilmen  (not  the  Mayor)  would  be 
prepared for the February 14th Town Council Meeting.  

On the fourth topic, Liquor Licenses:  As mentioned above in the Liquor License discussion, a 
Liquor License Ordinance may be desirable.  As the Town has just adopted Resolution No. 06-
01-17-002 concerning this issue, no further discussion took place on this topic.
Councilman Lamb restated that the above ordinances need to be considered at present, but 
emphasized the need to be selective in the activity of passing ordinances, saying, “If we pass 
ordinances,  we’d better  be ready to enforce them.”   He explained that it  would be easy to 
become entangled in a myriad of ordinances concerning traffic laws and other civil issues, and 
that a lot of time could be wasted.  Town Attorney John Bowers agreed, observing “anytime 
ordinances  are  passed  without  thought  regarding  how  they  are  going  to  be  enforced…
sometimes it  may put  a  liability  on a  municipality  because they are not  enforced.”   Mayor 
Siddoway  reminded  the  meeting  that  such  frugality  with  regard  to  ordinances  would  be 
consistent with the Town’s promised emphasis on “Water and Roads.” 

Roads Maintenance Transfer – Councilman Harker:  In December the SVRA sent a survey 
letter  to  all  members  concerning  the  proposed  transfer  of  road  maintenance  from  the 
Association to the Town of Star Valley Ranch.  The Councilman reminded everyone that, with 
some exceptions, most of the roads on the Ranch were dedicated to the public.  He indicated 
that 195 lots claim private roads out of a total of 2,034 lots, and that in order for the Town to 
spend public funds on road maintenance, these private roads need to be public roads.  
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SVRA Board Chairman Jack Petty presented the results of the SVRA survey, as outlined in a 
January  16th 2006  letter  to  the  Town  (on  file  in  the  Clerk’s  Office),  to  the  meeting.   To 
summarize, responses of various types comprised a response/participation rate  in the single 
digits:  “A summary…indicates that 0.2% of the members wrote expressing concern over the 
proposed transfer of the roads (copies of these letters and comments are also on file in the 
Clerk’s  Office)…A  total  of  0.6% of  the  membership  was  opposed  to  the  abandonment  of 
responsibility  for road maintenance by the Association.   A total  of  9.0%  of  the membership 
responded in any way to the letter and survey.” (A tabulation of all responses either “in favor of” 
or  containing donations showed a positive response rate of 91.4% -Clerk)  Chairman Petty 
summarized the SVRA Board’s  position  on the  road maintenance transfer:   “Based on the 
obvious  lack  of  response,  minimal  objections  and  no  apparent  legal  or  financial  interest 
identified by any member as solicited by this proposal, the Board is asking for a date when the 
Town of  Star  Valley Ranch will  assume the responsibility  for  the roads.”    Chairman Petty 
thanked SVRA General Manager Sharon Backus for her help with the survey.

Councilman Harker asked Town Attorney John Bowers to offer his ideas regarding the best 
(and  most  cost-effective)  means  of  accomplishing  the  “roads  transfer.”   Mr.  Bowers  had 
surveyed the Attorney General’s Office, some other cities, as well as a District Judge for their 
ideas.  Many of the roads are already platted “public”; thus the Town’s primary concern lies with 
those that are marked “private.”  The owners of the adjacent lots typically have no easement for 
the roads, but have allowed egress to users of the roads.  The most desirable way to classify 
these as public, so that public funds may be used for their maintenance, is to draft a “Quit Claim 
Deed” that affected parties could agree to and sign off upon.  The Deeds would have separate 
signature pages that  would require notarization (a service that  will  be offered by the Town 
Clerk’s Office for local property owners).  An honest effort would have to be made on the part of 
the Town to notify and inform the public about this process and its continuing benefits.  The 
Mayor suggested prominent placement of this Quit Claim Deeds Process in the pending Town 
Bulletin/Newsletter.

An undesirable alternative for transfers would be the process of acquisition by eminent domain, 
with the ensuing possibility of legal challenges that may cost significant amounts of time and 
money for all parties, especially with regard to those property owners residing outside the State 
of Wyoming.  Mayor Siddoway remarked, “Our intent is not to offend anybody.  Our intent is to 
help all the residents and property owners of the Town to get the roads done.”

SVRA Board Chairman Jack Petty revisited the question posed by the SVRA letter to the Town 
above, asking what the time frame would be for the “roads transfer” given the Quit Claim Deed 
process as outlined.  The Mayor estimated that the process might take 60 to 90 days.

A Town resident  wondered who would be doing the actual  maintenance.  Mayor Siddoway 
responded, “The Town would contract the job to the same people that do this now…the Town 
itself does not do the road maintenance, but the Town will take over the financial responsibility 
for performance of road maintenance.  Whatever the Town does, we will stay within the law.” 
After more discussion, the following motion was made: 

Motion to instruct the Town Attorney to prepare a Quit Claim Deed for the transfer of any 
interest in roads that are designated on Star Valley Ranch subdivision plats as being 
private:
Councilman  Harker  moved  to  approve  the  motion  to  instruct  the  Town  Attorney  to 
prepare a Quit Claim Deed for the transfer of roads designated as private.  Councilman 
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Lamb seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Signs – Councilman Wheeler:  
The Councilman proposed signage for the Town Hall, including the exterior, some interior doors 
(Council  Chambers,  Clerk’s  Office),  and  a  cautionary  sign,  and  presented  examples.   The 
approximate  cost,  utilizing  a  local  vendor  (Nolan  & Ann Heiner)  that  has  a  demonstrably 
professional product, would be between $22.50 and $25.45 per sign.

The Councilman proposed 5 identifying directional signs for the primary Lincoln County roads 
leading to and through the Town (Clark Lane,  Lincoln Co.  Road #115;  Cedar Creek Road, 
Lincoln Co. Road #118; and the Thayne-Bedford Road, Lincoln Co. Road #122).  These signs 
would indicate directions to the Town of Star Valley Ranch, WY, to Town Hall, and to the SVRA 
golf courses.  The total cost for each sign is $130, and Lincoln County will pay for half the cost 
of each sign, with the cost for the remaining half to be split between the Town and the SVRA 
(making the Town’s cost per sign equal to $32.50).  Considerable discussion ensued regarding 
the placement, content, and cost of these signs.

The Councilman moved on to the subject of signs concerning the  Wyoming Department of 
Transportation and their  placement  on US Highway 89.   Lynn Miller with  Intermountain 
Traffic Safety would produce these signs.  A letter from  Tory L. Thomas with the  WYDOT 
indicated that the state would supply northbound and southbound signs at only one location. 
The Councilman recommended that the signs be placed at the intersection of Highway 89 and 
Cedar Creek Road, Lincoln Co. Road #118.  The advantage of that intersection is the presence 
of turnout lanes from Highway 89.  Mayor Siddoway indicated that the state is investigating 
placing similar turnout lanes near  Wolf Den, the intersection of Highway 89 and Clark Lane, 
Lincoln Co. Road #115, and that state signs would eventually be needed for that entry route to 
the Town.

Councilman Wheeler also expressed the desire to erect a large descriptive sign for the Town. 
After more discussion, the following motions were made:

Motion to accept the County signage as proposed for approximately $175:
Councilman Wheeler moved to accept the County signage as proposed.  Councilman 
Redlin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Motion to accept the Wyoming Department of Transportation’s proposal for signage on 
US Highway 89 at the entrance to Cedar Creek Road, Lincoln Co. Road #118:
Councilman Wheeler moved to accept the WYDOT signage as proposed.  Councilman 
Lamb seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Motion to accept the proposal of Nolan & Ann Heiner to produce Town Hall signage as 
outlined in the packet:
Considerable additional  discussion took place regarding an exterior  sign.   A Town resident 
raised the question of utilization of competitive bids, and wondered if the Town was changing 
that  policy.   The Mayor  stated that  in  this  particular  matter,  the Town would rely  upon the 
research done by Councilman Wheeler in securing a professional, cost-effective contract, and 
made it clear that if anyone knew of another vendor with similar quality and less cost that the 
Town would certainly consider such a vendor’s services.  Councilman Wheeler stated that he 
may be able to get a better deal in Salt Lake City, but expressed the commitment to utilize local 
Star Valley vendors whenever possible.  Councilman Redlin reminded the meeting that the 
Town should delineate a purchasing policy as soon as possible.  The previous motion was now 
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considered: 

Motion to accept the proposal of Nolan & Ann Heiner to produce Town Hall signage as 
outlined in the packet: 

Councilman Wheeler  moved to  accept  the  Heiner  proposal  as  outlined.   Councilman 
Harker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Motion to organize a committee to design a large descriptive sign to be placed near the 
Town Hall, representing the image of the Town, with the committee to recommend both 
the site and the timing of the project: 

Discussion included  a suggestion by Councilman Lamb that expenditures for this project be 
postponed until a future date when planning for a new Town Hall might include such a sign. 

After discussion, Councilman Wheeler moved to approve the organization of a committee 
to  design a large descriptive sign to be placed near Town Hall.   Councilman Harker 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Town Seal & Logo – Councilman Wheeler:  The Councilman crafted a motion that would call 
for  the  formation  of  a  committee  to  design a  Town Logo for  use by  the  Sign  Committee. 
Discussion included a modifier from Councilman Wheeler that the Logo needs to be designed in 
a  timely  manner,  and  an  observation  by  Councilman  Redlin  that  this  project  needs  the 
involvement and leadership of the Town Council.  Mayor Siddoway strongly suggested that it be 
understood that the committee should put recommendations together and bring them forward to 
the Council, which would approve, disapprove or modify these recommendations; he strongly 
suggested  that  the  committee  involve  Council  members  with  ideas  so  they  may  have  the 
chance to make early critiques before much actual development takes place.  The Mayor asked 
that  the  committee  be  formed  with  as  diverse  a  group  as  possible  (full-timers,  renters, 
snowbirds, young working people, seniors, etc) to achieve good representation of the Town of 
Star Valley Ranch as a whole.

Motion to form a committee to design a Town Logo in a timely manner for use by the 
Sign Committee:

Councilman Wheeler moved to approve the formation of a committee to design a Town 
Logo.   Councilman Harker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Water  Transfer  – Mayor Boyd Siddoway:   The Mayor  announced that  the Town Council 
would  be  attending  and  participating  in  a  joint  water  workshop,  for  the  purpose  of  initial 
discussions regarding water issues, with the SVRA Board of Directors on Friday, February 17th 

at  2:30 p.m. in the  SVRA Library adjoining Town Hall.   It  is  an open meeting and a work 
session  for  the  two  groups.   Citizens  of  the  Town  are  encouraged  to  attend,  but  will  not 
participate in discussions until a later date.  Town Attorney John Bowers stated that advertising 
the meeting would not be required as long as no decision-making was likely to occur, regardless 
of which party organized the workshop.

Old Business:
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Facilities Lease:  The Mayor verified that the Town of Star Valley Ranch and the Star Valley 
Ranch Association had formally signed a Lease Agreement for the Town Hall.  The lease was 
signed for $500 per month, as previously discussed, and extends to March 31st, 2007, giving 
Council Members elected in November 2006 and sworn into office in January 2007 a 60 day 
period to decide if the lease should be renewed on a yearly or monthly basis.  The monthly 
lease  payment  includes  such  services  as  snow  removal,  housekeeping,  and  access  to 
restrooms and water.  Councilman Lamb asked that the monthly payments be approved and 
checks prepared for signature for the following month at each Town Council Meeting, and that 
the checks be held by the clerk until the first day of the month following.  The Mayor indicated 
that this procedure was already in place, as would be evident later in the meeting when the 
Town’s bills and payments would be read.

The Mayor asked for a brief recess at 9:35 p.m.  The Town Council meeting went into 
recess.

The Town Council Meeting reconvened at 9:45 p.m.

New Business:

Administration of the Oath of Office to the Town Clerk:  Mayor Siddoway introduced Town 
Clerk  (designate)  Andy Moffett,  and  administered  the  Oath  of  Office  Prescribed  By  The 
Constitution Of Wyoming to him.  

Andy Moffett was sworn in as the first Clerk of the Town of Star Valley Ranch, Wyoming.

In his brief remarks following, Andy outlined his professional background and experience as a 
managerial accountant in the private sector since graduating from Duke University in 1982.  He 
remarked that he will  never pretend to know everything, and will  always attempt to find the 
answer being sought with little delay.  Andy encouraged everyone to try not to think of the 
Clerk’s  Office  in  a  stereotypical  manner,  and  to  consider  both  it  and  him  to  be  helpful, 
approachable  and  reliable  resources  for  assistance  with  questions  or  projects.   The 
fundamentally most important thing Andy wished the Council and attendees to know about him 
was his absolute determination to uphold the public trust in all facets of his duties as Town 
Clerk.

Accounting Basis & Procedures – Town Clerk Moffett:  All aspects of the Town’s accounting 
function need to be based upon tried, reliable, acceptable and often mandated principles and 
procedures, and these methods, rules, regulations, controls and schedules need to be codified 
to place a solid and tight foundation beneath the Town’s financial structure, as well as to comply 
with Wyoming Statutes.  The  Wyoming Department of Audit (Public Funds) publishes and 
maintains a uniform accounting manual that blankets most every task and function of the typical 
municipality’s  fiscal  world.   The  Municipal  Accounting Handbook (MAH) for  Wyoming,  if 
adopted as the  Town’s  “rulebook”  for  most  all  accounting  matters,  satisfies the  need for  a 
reference  and  instructional  manual  in  compliance  with  W.S.  9-1-507  and  9-1-510.   Strict 
compliance with the MAH will enhance the process of producing timely and accurate financial 
statements, and will assist both the Clerk and Town Auditor Jim Dubisz to communicate easily 
and effectively, as well as to help streamline the annual audit process.  
Motion  to     approve  Resolution  06-01-17-003  to  immediately  implement  the  codified   
accounting controls, policies, and procedures as mandated in the Wyoming Municipal 
Accounting Handbook (2003) and various Wyoming Statutes:
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Resolution  No.  06-01-17-003:   The  Town  of  Star  Valley  Ranch  will  establish  and 
implement accounting controls, policies and procedures as mandated in the Wyoming 
Municipal Accounting Handbook (2003) and by Wyoming State Statutes (2005). 

Councilman Redlin moved to approve the resolution to implement codified accounting 
controls, policies and procedures.  Councilman Harker seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously.

Expense Report Process – Town Clerk Moffett:   During the December 3rd Town Council 
Meeting it was resolved that Council and employee business expenses would be reimbursed 
(see Resolution No. 05-12-03-006).  The Clerk adapted and issued an expense report template 
that would, if  utilized according to initial instructions (in lieu of a pending formal procedure), 
provide reimbursement to Council Members and Town Officers for various types of supportable 
expenses.  In an Excel format, the template provides areas for itemization of mileage and travel 
expenses, supplies, dues, fees, and other expenses typically incurred by an active member of 
the Town Council or staff.  Built-in to the schedule were the latest IRS mileage rate for 2006 
(44.5  cents/mile),  the  required  affirmations  of  trueness  and  correctness,  and  indications  of 
review by the Clerk (or the Mayor in the case of an expense report submitted by the Clerk).  All 
reimbursable expenses listed must be supported with physical evidence such as receipts, logs 
or other vouchers that must be attached to and submitted with the expense report, and must 
also state the business purpose for the expense item.  Councilmen and others were asked to 
submit expense reports at least monthly, and to do so on a timely basis in order that ease of 
entry  into  the  Town’s  accounts  payable  function  may  be  accomplished  and  controlled 
reimbursement  might  take  place  during  the  portion  of  the  monthly  Town  Council  Meeting 
devoted to reading the Town’s bills and payments.

Surety Bonds – Town Clerk Moffett:  According to W.S. 15-1-124 and 38-2-101, the officers 
of the Town having “custody” of public funds must carry surety bonds.  Town Treasurer Seyed 
Yadegari and  Town Clerk Andy Moffett  must be bonded for “an amount as the governing 
body determines” and “shall be required to furnish a bond in the amount required by law.”  It 
was unclear if a specific amount for the face value of these bonds was indicated anywhere in 
Wyoming Statutes, however.  After asking Afton Town Clerk Lisa Hokanson for information 
regarding bonds for herself and Afton’s Treasurer, it was learned that Afton carries bonds at 
$25,000 for each.  Some Council Members and others speculated that those amounts may be 
far less than that necessary to protect the Town’s and the public’s funds; Town Treasurer Seyed 
Yadegari stated that these bonds “would have to be a lot more than $25,000,” citing a W.S. that 
stated that the bond “must be for an amount equal to the amount of the funds invested by the 
Treasurer.”  It became clear, and Councilman Lamb concurred, that more research would be 
necessary in order to make sound decisions in the process of obtaining surety bonds for the 
Treasurer and Clerk.  The Mayor said he would pursue the question with Local Government 
Liability Pool Loss Control Manager Bill Miller during a meeting at Town Hall on January 
25th.   The amount of these bonds would be brought forward to the February Town Council 
Meeting for consideration.  After discussion, and since no dollar amounts were specified in the 
proposed Resolution, the following motion was made:

Motion  to     approve  Resolution  06-01-17-004  to  acquire  surety  bonds  for  the  Town   
Treasurer and the Town Clerk as mandated in Wyoming Statutes 15-1-124 and 38-2-101:
Resolution No. 06-01-17-004:  The Town of Star Valley Ranch will acquire surety bonds 
for the Town Treasurer and the Town Clerk in compliance with Wyoming Statutes 15-1-
124 and 38-2-101.
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Councilman Redlin moved to approve the resolution to acquire surety  bonds for  the 
Town Treasurer  and the Town Clerk.   Councilman Harker  seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

Notary Bond & Errors and Omissions Insurance for the Town Clerk Serving as Notary 
Public – Mayor Siddoway:  The Mayor proceeded directly to reading the following motion after 
mentioning the possibility that the Local Government Liability Pool might cover the Town for 
most unintentional errors or omissions:

Motion to approve Resolution 06-01-17-005 to acquire a notary bond for the Town Clerk, 
in the amount of $500, as mandated by the Wyoming Secretary of State, and that the 
Town  consider  purchasing  E  &  O  (Errors  &  Omissions)  insurance  coverage  as 
recommended by same:

Resolution No. 06-01-17-005:  The Town of Star Valley Ranch will acquire a $500 notary 
bond for the Town Clerk for his/her role as a Notary Public as mandated by the Wyoming 
Secretary of  State,  and will  investigate  the purchase of  E & O (Errors & Omissions) 
insurance coverage for the Town Clerk as the Town’s Notary Public. 

Councilman Harker moved to approve the resolution to acquire a $500 notary bond for 
the Town Clerk, and to consider the purchase of E & O (Errors & Omissions) insurance 
coverage for the Town Clerk’s service as a Notary Public.  Councilman Lamb seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer’s Town Position vs. Employment Position – Mayor Siddoway:  For the record, 
during the December 3rd Town Council Meeting, when the announcement was made that Seyed 
Yadegari would serve as our  Town Treasurer,  the Mayor made a statement in error.  The 
Mayor had stated that because Seyed was working for Jackson State Bank & Trust and was 
also serving as Town Treasurer, that we would have to eliminate that bank from any dealings 
with the Town.  After consultation with Town Attorney John Bowers, Mayor Siddoway learned 
that the statement could be considered an error;  The Town will  do business with that bank 
provided they are competitive and win out on our competitive activities.  The Mayor clarified that 
Seyed’s role as Treasurer is not to make decisions as much as it is to serve as an advisor to the 
Town, and the town makes the decisions.  As long as his advice is generic, as long as what he 
does is generic, and if there is nothing specifically to do with Jackson State Bank & Trust, Seyed 
may not have to step aside and may be involved.  As long as Seyed gives the Town advice and 
counsel on things to do, and the town makes the decisions, there is no conflict of interest. 

Banking RFP (Request for Proposal)  – Mayor Siddoway:  The Mayor had asked  Town 
Treasurer Seyed Yadegari  to put together a set of policies on investing and procedures for 
selecting  a  bank to  accommodate  the  Town’s  various  financial  needs for  services.   Seyed 
produced an outstanding, all-inclusive RFP, and the Mayor thanked him.  The RFP not only sets 
the selection criteria but also provides Council Members with an evaluation form that enables 
them to make fair and impartial judgments.  “The bank that wins this RFP will be an outstanding 
bank that we can be proud to do business with. Our funds will be safe, and we will make the 
maximum return on our investment,” concluded the Mayor.  He added that the overall purpose 
of the RFP was not simply to select one bank, but to identify the best three or four banking 
institutions that can be contacted when the Town has an investment to make in order to obtain 
the very best deal on any given day.  After discussion, the following motion was made:
   
Motion to  approve  Resolution 06-01-17-006 to  adopt  the RFP and enclose evaluation 
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criteria as the Town’s standard for evaluating and selecting the top financial institutions 
in our area to provide those services and accounts that the Town will require from time 
to time:

Resolution No. 06-01-17-006:  The Town of Star Valley Ranch will request of area banks 
their response to the RFP prepared by our Town Treasurer Seyed Yadegari.  Once the 
responses are received and evaluated, the Council will establish relationships with those 
financial institutions that appear to excel based on the evaluation criteria enclosed.   

Councilman Harker moved to approve the resolution to establish banking relations with 
qualified  banks  via  a  formal  RFP.   Councilman  Wheeler  seconded  the  motion.   The 
motion carried unanimously.

Interim Checking Account – Mayor Siddoway:  At the time of the meeting, the Town had 
received State Funds and had placed them in a secure depository account at The Bank of Star 
Valley in Thayne.   Accordingly, The Mayor made the following motion:

Motion to approve Resolution 06-01-17-007 to establish banking relations with The Bank 
of Star Valley:

Resolution No. 06-01-17-007:  The Town of Star Valley Ranch will establish accounts with 
The Bank of Star  Valley at  its  Thayne Branch in Thayne, Wyoming.  A two-signature 
authorization for all withdrawals, checks and warrants will be required; the signatures 
must be those of the Mayor as well as one of the Councilmen.  The Town Clerk will be 
authorized to transfer funds between accounts of the Town, and shall have full access to 
account status and details via phone, electronically or in person.  The Town will  not 
engage in “on-line banking” for the purposes of making disbursements.  

Councilman Lamb moved to approve the resolution to establish banking relations with 
The Bank of Star Valley.  Councilman Redlin seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
unanimously.

Town Treasurer Seyed Yadegari  asked that  the Town consider adopting the three pages 
contained within the RFP entitled  Investment Policy (see  Resolution 06-01-17-006 above), 
and the following motion was made:

Motion to adopt the three-page Investment Policy contained within the RFP as written:

Councilman  Lamb  moved  to  adopt  the  Investment  Policy  as  the  Town’s  own. 
Councilman Wheeler seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

State Funds – Mayor Siddoway:  The Mayor presented a chart that showed a breakdown of 
funds  received  from the  Wyoming  Treasurer’s  Office and  the  Wyoming  Department  of 
Revenue.    The  chart  showed funds received  and  also  projected these  funds  into  annual 
amounts anticipated.  

A Department of Revenue check for $74,094.16 (deposited on January 10th) was comprised of 
two major categories:  state sales tax and the local option tax, and within those two categories 
there were both sales taxes and use taxes.  Of the $40,355.09 in state tax, $35,450.12 was 
from  sales  tax  and  $4,904.97  was  from  use  tax.   Of  the  $33,739.07  in  local  option  tax, 
$24,067.36 was from in-state sales tax, $5,579.14 was from out-of-state sales tax, $3.205.41 

Town Council Meeting Minutes
January 17, 2006

Page 13 of 19



was from in-state use tax and $887.16 was from out-of-state use tax.  This monthly Department 
of Revenue check will vary in amount based upon the amount of these taxes collected by the 
state.  

A Wyoming Treasurer’s Office electronic funds transfer for $38,983.02 (deposited January 12th) 
was comprised of three items; a once a year amount of $15,000 for mineral royalties, another 
amount equal to 54 days of the quarterly payment for mineral royalties, or $15,268.50, and also 
$8,714.52 from severance tax.  

At the time of the meeting, the Town had $113,077.18 in its account at The Bank of Star Valley 
in Thayne (before paying any bills).

The Mayor offered a conservative annualized total for these types of receipts of $1,040,778.  He 
characterized this as conservative due to possible allocation of surplus funds at the state level. 
The Mayor explained that this is an opportunity for the Town that could pass by if it failed to take 
advantage of the financial possibilities at present.  The Council members speculated that of the 
$2.4 billion surplus, the state would probably save half and spend half.

US Census Certificate Request – Mayor Siddoway:  The Mayor stated that statutes of the 
State of Wyoming dictate that in order to receive all types of taxes (severance taxes, federal 
mineral royalties, sales taxes, fuel taxes, supplemental funding) the Town must use the latest 
Federal Census data.  The State of Wyoming has agreed to continue to fund the Town of Star 
Valley Ranch using the Town’s petition for incorporation census figure of 1,401 people until 
such time as the Town obtains updated figures from the next Federal Census, as long as the 
Town pursues this in an expedited manner.  

Explaining that there are two ways to conduct a census, the Mayor first described a “GUPCP” 
(Geographically  Updated Population Certificate  Program)  that  would  arrive  at  a  census 
figure by reconstructing 2000 census data as if the Ranch had been a town, and would likely 
yield a figure of about 750 people, and would result in a proportional reduction in the population-
based revenues the Town would be eligible to receive.  The second method described is a 
Special Census,  which requires a new census be conducted, which might yield even more 
people than 1,401, possibly closer to 1,600.  Although the Special Census is more expensive 
than the GUPCP Census, its cost is less than the total revenue the Town would lose as a result 
of five years of reduced revenues received on the basis of the GUPCP’s lower population base 
figure.  

By comparison, The Town of Bear River was formed in July of 2001, only 18 months after the 
2000 Census, so it made little sense to conduct a Special Census and that Town opted for the 
cheaper GUPCP method of arriving at a census figure (although they did not do so until 2004).  

The Mayor asked that the Town spend $200 to obtain an estimate of the cost of a Special 
Census for the Town with the following motion and resolution:  
Motion  to  approve  Resolution  06-01-17-008  to  immediately  submit  a  request  for  a 
“Special Census” cost estimate to the U.S. Census Bureau with an accompanying $200 
fee:
Resolution  No.  06-01-17-008:   The  Town of  Star  Valley  Ranch  will,  via  an  expedited 
method, request and secure a U.S. Census Bureau “Special Census” for our Town.  

Councilman Harker moved to approve the resolution to approve a “Special Census” for 
compliance with Wyoming Statutes in the distribution of State funds.  Councilman Redlin 
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seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Division  of  Responsibilities  between  the  Town  and  the  Association  –  Councilman 
Wheeler:  Mayor Siddoway began this discussion by reminding the meeting that this topic was 
initiated in order to eliminate as much confusion as possible among the members and residents. 
This started with a SVRA vision statement that invoked recreation, entertainment, and social 
activities.  The Town would look at utilities and public works.  The Mayor made it clear that 
Council Members are to work on Town issues, and will not become involved with SVRA issues 
and should distance themselves from the latter.  The same expectation applies in reverse for 
SVRA Board Members and staff.   A partitioning of various issues in this way would be of mutual 
and community benefit.  “We need to work together, but that doesn’t mean doing each other’s 
job,” remarked Mayor Siddoway.

Town Short and Long Range Vision Statements:  Councilman Wheeler stated his belief that 
a committee chosen by the Mayor and Town Council should be formed to develop the Town’s 
mission statement, and that it should get input from the community in a structured way.  He 
made the following motion:

Motion:  The Town of Star Valley Ranch will form a committee to develop a Town Mission 
Statement.  

Councilman Harker seconded the motion. A lengthy discussion ensued:

There was considerable discussion that attempted to define mission statements versus vision 
statements.   Councilman  Redlin recalled  his  considerable  work  on  this  topic  during  the 
preparation  of  the  “Town  Financial  Vision”  statement  prepared  prior  to  the  Town’s 
incorporation, and considered the task to have been “agonizing.”  (Copies are on file in the 
Clerk’s Office, and it is also available on the website.)  He indicated that he would be happy to 
work on this new version, but remained committed to the original Town Formation Visions.  He 
stated his belief that if a committee is formed, it should be the Town Council, not hand-picked. 
Town  resident  Carl  Brown observed  that  a  different  paradigm  should  be  considered;  the 
Council should not think of this in terms of their own tenure, but that of the Town’s (longer-term 
or perpetual).   Councilman Lamb agreed, remarking that he preferred a vision statement to a 
mission statement, which should be long term, and that others would be free to modify any such 
vision statement in the future.  He recommended that the Council study Councilman Redlin’s 
“Town Financial Vision” and bring the issue back to the next Town Council Meeting.  Point of  
parliamentary  procedure:   The  Mayor  asked  Town  Parliamentarian  Sharon  Backus if  a 
motion was needed to amend the motion being considered to use the word “vision” instead of  
“mission.”  The Parliamentarian indicated that since the question had not been repeated, and 
that discussion had taken place before the motion was seconded (although Councilman Harker  
apparently had seconded the motion), the motion could simply be re-worded during discussion.  
Councilman Wheeler restated his motion:

Motion:  The Town of Star Valley Ranch will form a committee to develop a Town Vision 
Statement.  Councilman Harker seconded the motion. Discussion continued:

Town resident Ron Thacker warned that working on this type of issue could turn into a “black 
hole” for people’s time and energy, and that most of the results are often thrown away.  He 
advised that since the Council was under time constraints that it not get mired in activities that 
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could prevent people from working on more meaningful issues.  Mayor Siddoway concurred, 
recalling  his  own  professional  experience  dealing  with  this  area,  but  still  recognized  the 
importance of the development of a concise vision statement.
After repeating the question, the Mayor called for a vote:

Three Councilmen voted “yes”, Councilman Redlin voted “opposed.”  The motion carried 
3-1 in favor. 

Activities Participated In:

Lincoln  County  Sponsored Dinner  with  the  Town of  Star  Valley Ranch as  “Guest  of 
Honor” Report – Councilman Lamb:  The Councilman related details of the January 4th trip to 
a  Lincoln  County sponsored  dinner  at  the  Pine  Creek  Ski  Area in  Cokeville.   Mayor 
Siddoway and Councilmen Kent Harker, Larry Lamb, and Jim Wheeler attended.  The Town of 
Star  Valley Ranch was treated as the “Guest  of  Honor”  for  this  function.   Among those in 
attendance were Senators Stan Cooper and Pat Aullman, Wyoming Speaker of the House 
Representative Randall Luthi, and Town of La Barge Mayor Diane Sakai; also represented 
were the towns of  Alpine, Cokeville, and  Kemmerer.  Other Lincoln County officials present 
included all 3 County Commissioners and Sheriff Lee Gardner and Undersheriff Tim Malik 
(it was remarked that every elected Lincoln County official was present except for the Coroner). 

Councilman Lamb observed that the group learned more from personal discussions than they 
did from the formal portion of the occasion.  The group gained an overview of the pending 
activities in the State Legislature, especially in regard to the disposition of surplus State funds. 
Councilman Lamb learned that Representative Luthi will try to place about $60 million into an 
account that towns could apply to for matching funds.  There was also some discussion of the 
possibility of Governor Dave Freudenthal rescinding the sales tax on groceries; if this occurs, 
a minor impact on state revenues could be felt. The Councilman and the Mayor both felt that the 
function was very worthwhile to have attended. 

Simplot’s Environmental Impact Breakfast Report – Councilman Harker:  Mayor Siddoway, 
Kent  Harker and Larry  Lamb attended a breakfast  meeting at  the  Elkhorn in  Afton.  J.R. 
Simplot is trying to gain community support in advance of its planned expansion of the Smoky 
Canyon Mine in  Idaho.  Located at one of the world’s largest phosphate deposits, the mine 
employs many people from the Wyoming side of  Star  Valley.   Concerns by environmental 
groups over selenium contamination have placed the company in an adversarial role with these 
groups.  Simplot would like to invite the public to upcoming hearings as it attempts to state its 
position.  The Town will receive an executive overview of the proposed expansion from Simplot 
as the company reviews a draft version of the environmental impact statements.

LUAG “Building Better Boards” Meeting Report – Councilman Wheeler:  Councilmen Kent 
Harker and Jim Wheeler attended.  Councilman Wheeler said the purpose of this LUAG meeting 
was to enhance the skills of officials who serve on various government boards or councils.  The 
attendees were instructed in the use of Robert’s Rules of Order with local high school students 
of the  FFA (Future Farmers of America) who gave an example presentation.  The meeting 
was held at the Thayne Elementary School.
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WWDC (Wyoming Water Development Commission) Hearing Report – Mayor Siddoway: 
Mayor Siddoway,  SVRA Board Chairman Jack Petty and  SVRA General Manager Sharon 
Backus attended the latest round of WWDC hearings on Thursday and Friday, January 12th and 
13th in Cheyenne, and things were reported to have gone much more smoothly than they did 
during the group’s first hearings in Casper last November.   On Thursday the group attended the 
WWDC Hearing, and on Friday attended the Select Water Committee Meeting, held by state 
senators  and  house  members.   The  Town  of  Star  Valley  Ranch  is  just  one  of  several 
municipalities involved with two pending bills on water development; the first will be concerned 
with embarking upon studies and the second upon construction issues (likely to involve much 
more  discussion  than  the  first).    Mayor  Siddoway  predicted  that,  if  approved  as  a  bill  in 
February or March, the WWDC would begin working with the Town on a “scope of work” project 
(Level I).  This will be funded with a $200,000 grant with no matching funds obligation from the 
Town.  The next step will either be Level  II or an extension of Level I.  The Mayor explained 
that the whole intent behind the study is to accurately describe what the Town has and what the 
town needs, and will help both the Town and the SVRA to determine what will or will not need to 
be transferred over.  Mayor Siddoway commented that this trip was well worth the time spent.

Upcoming Activities:

LUAG Meeting in La Barge:  As Mayor Siddoway described in his Report on Associations (on 
page 1) he planned to attend this LUAG Meeting and lunch at noon on Wednesday, January 
18th, 2006 in the Town of La Barge.

WAM Sponsored “Council Education” Trip:  Scheduled for February 22nd through the 24th  in 
Cheyenne (after the February Town Council Meeting), the Mayor asked that the Council travel 
in  two vehicles for  safety  reasons.   He estimated that  the workshop would  cost  the  Town 
approximately $3,000 for reasonable expenses such as travel, lodging, meals, and the WAM 
registration fee of $140 per attendee.  He explained that as the workshop is designed for new 
council members, it is critical that all five Town Council Members attend.  The following motion 
was considered: 

Motion to  authorize  the Mayor and Councilmen of  the Town of  Star  Valley Ranch to 
attend the WAM Workshop, in Cheyenne from February 22  nd   through February 24  th    2006,   
and approve the workshop registration fee at $140 per attendee, as well as reasonable 
expenses:

Councilman Redlin moved to approve the motion for  the Town Council  to attend the 
WAM workshop and to  approve registration fees  and expenses.   Councilman Harker 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Correspondence:

In reference to particular items on the following list of correspondence received by the Town 
from December 3rd, 2005 through January 16th, 2006, the Mayor made the following comments:
The town received congratulations from three towns:  Dayton, Shoshoni and Wright.

Board Member Kathy Dietz  included a planning/survey questionnaire used by her town in 
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Arizona, and offered it as a reference for the Town. 

Rice-Kilroy  Construction  Company:   The  Mayor  viewed this  informational  letter  outlining 
services  as  a  by-product  of  the  Town’s  involvement  with  the  WWDC (Wyoming  Water 
Development  Commission),  and  anticipated  more  such  solicitations  from  engineering  and 
construction groups.   He cautioned other Town Council  Members to defer  these to  WWDC 
Project Leader Chris Abernathy if  they encounter inquiries or solicitations regarding water 
construction projects.

USDA, Bridger-Teton National Forest, Grey’s River Ranger District:  The Town is now on 
the Forest Service’s local mailing list, and will receive informational notices regarding projects 
on an on-going basis.

All of the following correspondence is available for review in the Town Clerk’s Office: 

Correspondence to the Town – December 2005 thru January 16 2006

TOWN OF DAYTON welcome letter, town patch, town pin, town directory

TOWN OF SHOSHONI welcome letter/card

TOWN OF WRIGHT welcome letter

JOHN BOWERS & ASSOCIATES LAW OFFICES PC Christmas card

LINCOLN SELF RELIANCE, INC.  (Afton) Holiday card, newsletter

KATHY DIETZ (Fountain Hills, AZ) letter, Fountain Hills Strategic Planning Survey

WYOMING BUSINESS COUNCIL letter, Business Ready Community (BRC) 
Application and Award Schedule

RICE-KILROY CONSTRUCTION CO. informational letter regarding services offered

GEORGE K. BAUM & COMPANY informational letter regarding
INVESTMENT BANKERS                 election bond campaign services

BRIDGER-TETON NATIONAL FOREST notice – Afton Front WUI Fuel Reduction Project
GREY’S RIVER RANGER DISTRICT notice – Bug Creek/Lower Sheep Creek Vegetation

  Treatment Project

Reading of Bills and Signing of Checks – Town Clerk Moffett:

The Bills against the Town of Star Valley Ranch for the period ending January 16, 2006, are as 
follow:

LIST OF BILLS AND DISBURSEMENTS
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 17, 2006

JANUARY BILLS:

1.   Wyoming Association of Municipalities $819.00    ½ Membership Dues FY’05
2.   Commerce – Census (US Census Bureau) $200.00    Special Census Cost Estimate
3.   Local Government Liability Pool $286.00    Membership 12/3/05-6/30/06
4.   James D. Dubisz, CPA $  40.00    Invoice #1329  12/31/05
5.   Bowers & Associates Law Offices PC $  31.25    Invoice #1659  12/19/05
6.   Ron Allyn $600.00    Invoice #100 Filing Cabinets
7.   Jackson Hole News / Guide $365.42    Invoice #27644  Classified Ads
8.   Star Valley Independent $167.75    Ads: Meetings, Attorney, Clerk
9.   Star Valley Ranch Association 3,658.00    Invoice #17616  Remodel

  258.08    Invoice #17617  January Rent
          $3,916.08

10.  Mayor Boyd Siddoway $949.51    Expense Report 1/17/06
11.  Councilman Kent Harker $633.22    Expense Report 1/17/06
12.  Councilman Larry Lamb $  73.43    Expense Report 1/17/06
13.  Town Clerk Andy Moffett $215.48    Expense Report 1/17/06

TOTAL JANUARY BILLS:         $ 8,297.14

As described previously in these minutes, the Town Clerk has prepared the following month’s 
lease payment for the Town Hall in advance for approval and signature purposes.  The check 
will normally be held in the vault in the Clerk’s Office until the first day of the month following.

FEBRUARY BILLS:

1.  Star Valley Ranch Association $500.00 Invoice #17618 Feb Rent

TOTAL FEBRUARY BILLS: $500.00

TOTAL BILLS AND DISBURSEMENTS:               $8,797.14

Adjournment:  Councilman Harker moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman Wheeler 
seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously adopted.

The Town Council Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 PM.  

Town Council Meeting Minutes
January 17, 2006

Page 19 of 19


